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Thank you for supporting people with an intellectual disability

Colin Meads – nothing but the best
Colin Meads never stopped
looking for ways to make
life better for people with
intellectual disabilities.
IHC was privileged to have the support
of the big man since 1974. He was a
man who was generous with his name
and his fame, driven by a strong belief
that people with intellectual disabilities
deserved the best.
Colin threw his weight behind IHC after
he stopped playing rugby and he put
his money where his mouth was. Colin
donated the proceeds from his many
speaking engagements towards buying
a farm in Te Kuiti for people with
intellectual disabilities. The idea was to
provide employment and teach farming
skills. Pinetree Farm is still owned by
IHC.
Colin was a natural fundraiser and
backed a number of ingenious farmbased fundraising schemes. In the
1980s he bought a horse each year
at the yearling sales, and he and IHC
supporters sold raffle tickets around
the district for $10 a go. They raised
between $110,000 and $120,000 a
horse. Colin also supported farmers
Norm Cashmore, from Taranaki, and
Mick Murphy, from Marlborough, who
started the IHC Calf Scheme in 1983.
“I used to praise up the farmers. In
those days you would get $90 for calf
– you get a lot more than that now,”
Colin said. The IHC Calf & Rural Scheme
raises more than $1 million annually for

Colin Meads visits Pinetree Farm in 2012, with long-time resident Andrew Sirl.

people with disabilities.
Colin was knighted in 2001, but didn’t
use the title ‘Sir’. That would have set
him apart. He was more comfortable
kicking a ball around with a young
disabled rugby player or standing for
long hours at Mystery Creek Fieldays,
whipping up support for IHC among his
fellow farmers.
In a 2008 interview with the Ministry
of Social Development’s Rise magazine,
Colin argued for comprehensive IHC
funding to provide services for people
with intellectual disabilities. “They’re
all our people. They should have the
best of everything in life, rather than
us. And it should be us that provide it
for them,” he said.

When Colin and Verna retired from
their farm they moved to live in the Te
Kuiti township, with three of their five
children nearby. On his 81st birthday
on 3 June 2017 Te Kuiti unveiled a
statue to him.
Colin was a supporter of the IHC Calf
Scheme from the start and its patron
since 2002. He was also a New Zealand
Life Member of IHC. Colin died on 20
August after a battle with pancreatic
cancer.
IHC pays tribute to Colin – our friend
and supporter for so many years.
Our thoughts and best wishes of the
many people associated with IHC
New Zealand are with Verna and their
family.

NAIT and TBFree made
easy

All dressed up and ready to go

IHC is an accredited information provider
for NAIT. That means we can take care of
the NAIT process for you at sale time –
just tell us your NAIT number and give us
permission to act on your behalf. Call the
IHC Calf & Rural Scheme team on 0800
442 500.
If you are using your own NAIT tag, let
us know the tag number so we know to
look out for it at sale time. Or if you are
using your own NAIT tag and want us to
take care of the NAIT process for you, let
us know.
Before you move stock in a movement
control area under the TBfree
programme, call OSPRI on 0800 482
463 to book a pre-movement TB test.
Tests must be completed within 60 days
of the animal moving off-farm. (Please
remember to book your test well before
the sale date as some technicians get
booked up fast).

First-time owner wins
mystery weekend
Putaruru farmer Michael Williams, still
celebrating the purchase of his first farm,
has won a mystery weekend for two
after pledging a calf at the Mystery Creek
Fieldays.
As a sharemilker Michael has been
donating calves to the IHC Calf & Rural
Scheme for most of the past 12 years,
but this was his first pledge as a farm
owner. He recently bought a farm at
Waotu, near Putaruru. Michael has
put a sharemilker on his farm, while he
continues on his current farm nearby
and looks forward to getting away once
calving is out of the way.
His prize is one of three mystery
weekends won this year by farmers
donating to the Calf Scheme.
The draw for the North Island and South
Island pre-pledges went to Geoffrey and
Michelle Hyde, from Tirau in Waikato,
and Alvin and Judy Reid, from Pleasant
Point in South Canterbury.
Thank you again to everyone who has
pledged animals and for your ongoing
support for the IHC Calf & Rural Scheme.
And congratulations to all this year’s
mystery weekend winners.

Correctly labelled, these two calves are easily identified at every stage in the sales process.

A well-dressed calf doesn’t
go anywhere without its ear
tags – an ensemble of hot
pink IHC tag and NAIT tag.
For many years Allflex New
Zealand has sponsored the animal
identification tags provided to
farmers who donate stock to the IHC
Calf & Rural Scheme – the IHC pink
visual ID tag and the paired NAIT
RFID tag. Allflex donates the pink
tags and subsidises the NAIT tags.
Both sets of tags are provided free
to the farmers.
Allflex supported IHC through
the changes to animal tracking
regulations when the National
Animal Identification & Tracing
Scheme was introduced in 2012.
Under the scheme, farmers have to
tag, register and record movements
of stock they intend to donate to
IHC. Now Calf Scheme canvassers
deliver the two tags for each calf.
“Allflex started 62 years ago in
Palmerston North, it is now the
largest animal identification
company in the world,” says
Allflex New Zealand National Sales
Manager John Rutherford. Allflex
International operates in countries
all over the world, specialising

in quality electronic and visual
identification. Allflex also now
leads the way in real-time cow
monitoring, being able to give
farmers predictive animal health,
heat detection and a number of
other important criteria.
John says Allflex feels a strong
affinity with IHC. For a number of
years the company sponsored a Top
Pen competition and awarded prizes
to farmers in each region.
“We were involved at the inception
of the scheme,” says John. He
says apart from a brief change of
sponsor, the company has been
backing IHC for years. “It’s industrygood. We believed it was something
that was close to the hearts of our
customers, so we got in behind it,”
John says. “Allflex is backing IHC
because IHC does a great job.”

Do you need extra
tags?
It’s not too late. Get in touch with
the Calf Scheme team if you need
extra tags or replacements.
Call 0800 442 500
Email calf@ihc.org.nz

Fattening calves is a great work-out
Three new
IHC calves will
be getting fat
this season
under the
watch of new
North Otago
Calf Scheme
canvasser
Niere Kitson.
Niere has just
finished her
first season as
a canvasser for
IHC, and has
launched into her
second season
raising calves.
Her first season
was for Bruce
Gray in Papakaio
six years ago and
New North Otago Calf Scheme canvasser Niere Kitson helps to
this year she is
raise the calves too.
rearing calves for
Nathan and Kirsty McLachlan on
– south of Waitaki, west to Kurow
Willowcliff Farm, near Duntroon.
and south to Maheno. This year
The Mclachlans have donated three
Niere visited 51 farms and brought
calves and Niere will be raising them in 11 new donors.
herself.
But instead of putting her feet up
Six years ago Niere swapped a
in August, that’s when Niere gets
laboratory job in Christchurch for
really busy rearing calves. At the
a life in North Otago when she and
same time as she is working to
her partner Andy McDonald shifted
put weight on the calves, she is
south to five acres in Papakaio,
working off the kilos herself. “It’s
15km west of Oamaru.
very hard work. I lost 10 kilos in
three months when I raised calves
For eight months of the year,
for Bruce Gray. It was great,” she
September to May, Niere works
says.
as a Herd Test Field Technician for
Livestock Improvement Corporation, Niere says she is enjoying
driving a truck and setting up the
canvassing because she is getting
sheds for farmers to test their
to meet some farmers. As a tester,
cows. She works in a team of four
she says she is often setting up
and can travel from Palmerston in
on a farm after the farmer has
the south to Timaru in the north,
finished milking, so she doesn’t
even venturing as far as Omarama
always see them.
and Ashburton at times. “It’s quite
Niere has big shoes to fill. She
common to do 1000km a week.”
has taken over as North Otago
This year, when herd testing was
canvasser from Murray Leadley,
over, Niere took over as North
who first became involved with
Otago canvasser for IHC and did
IHC in 1993 and worked for the
a few more miles in June and July
Calf Scheme from 2002 until
seeking support for IHC among
2016. Murray finally handed in his
farmers. Her area isn’t quite so big
driver’s licence at age 84.

Picture yourself a winner

New Zealand has some of the most
beautiful farming country in the world
and some of the best livestock. Why
not grab your camera and see if you
can capture a great shot for our photo
competition?
We will choose one winner from each
of the following age groups:
• 7 years and under
• 8 to 12 years
• 13 to 18 years
• Over 18 years
We would love to see photos of your
pledged calves, other calves, farming
scenes, rural scenes, or anything
particularly ‘New Zealand’.
There can be people in your photograph
(as long as they give you permission),
animals, or you can simply capture some
stunning scenery. You can enter as many
times as you like.
Please send entries by Friday 24 November
2017 to calf@ihc.org.nz along with:
• Your name
• Age
• Contact phone number
• And also please confirm that you took
the photograph yourself, and that
any people in the photo have given
permission for the image to be used by
IHC.
The winner of each category will receive
a $100 Prezzy Card, and we will notify
the winners by Friday 8 December 2017.
The winners’ photographs will also be
published in the Autumn 2017 IHC Calf &
Rural Scheme newsletter.
Photographs entered into the competition
may be used by IHC for promotional
purposes.

Farm Day out a fine summer tradition

IHC Sales
Paeroa IHC dairy beef
Friday 20 October
Rangiuru IHC livestock wnr
Wednesday 1 November
Frankton IHC dairy
Monday 6 November
Taranaki IHC calf
Thursday 9 November
Tuakau IHC dairy beef wnr fair
Friday 10 November
Waiareka IHC calf
Monday 27 November

Getting acquainted – David Findlay, a student from Kea Street Specialist School in Rotorua,
lavishes some attention on a farm dog.

One day a year in late
summer, a group of Reporoa
farmers take a break to host
a big day out for people with
intellectual disabilities.
Tractors and trailers are diverted
from their more workaday functions
to take people for rides around
the farm and empty old drums are
recycled into sleds, while farm dogs
and stock lap up the extra loving
attention.
The Reporoa Lions Club has been
holding its Farm Day for 31 years and
the venue rotates around the various
farms operated by its members.
Morning tea and a barbecue lunch
are provided, and visitors are
entertained by musicians and often
dance while they wait for their rides.

Lions President Ali Imlig says that what
farmers see as business as usual seems
to be a highlight of the year for many of
their visitors. There can be as many as
80–120 participants of all ages.
Reporoa Lions IHC Farm Day was
started in 1976 and people in IHC
Services were bussed to the event from
as far as Rotorua and Taupo. There
were hay rides on farm trailers and
rides on farm motor bikes. Later came
horse and gig rides, pony rides, and
boating on the Waikato River. Health
and safety concerns put an end to
the boating and motor bike rides, but
there’s still plenty to do.
For the past seven years, students from
Kea Street Specialist School in Rotorua
have been part of the fun. Principal
Sherie Collins says usually about 15 to
20 students attend. “They love it.”

Wellsford IHC wnr
Monday 27 November
Kaikohe IHC wnr
Wednesday 29 November
Blenheim open cattle
& IHC calves
Wednesday 29 November
Golden Bay IHC calf
Thursday 30 November
Manawatu / Wairarapa
Feilding IHC wnr
Thursday 30 November
Brightwater IHC calf
Wednesday 6 December
Canterbury Park IHC calf
Wednesday 6 December
Lorneville IHC livestock
Wednesday 6 December

You make a great team

Temuka IHC wnr calf
Thursday 14 December

You make the Calf Scheme the success it is.

Ross cattle & IHC calf
Wednesday 24 January 2018

If you can help with canvassing, provide a paddock,
or transportation, please contact us on 0800 442 500
or calf@ihc.org.nz

IHC Balclutha calf
TBC

Thanks to our farmers, canvassers, transporters,
volunteers, buyers and sponsors.

Stortford Lodge
TBC

