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Taking the
long view
The Marshall’s Benatrade
Angus cattle stud farm is flat
and low-lying – all between
3–7m above sea level.
“We look out our living room window
and we can see the Riverton hills and
Stewart Island,” says Juli Marshall,
cattle breeder, chair of the IHC
Southland Association and mother of
four adult children.
It’s been a long road – the search for
the cause of the disorder affecting her
eldest son, Ben, and her third child,
Travis, the battle for a good education
for both of them – and the struggle to
educate those supporting them.
Ben, 31, and Travis, 23, have global
developmental delay and an
unspecified genetic disorder. They are
both non-verbal and use sign language.
Ben also has cerebral palsy and
uses a wheelchair. He and his twin
sister Natalie were born at 26 weeks
gestation. Ben’s cerebral palsy
originated from that pre-natal period
and it wasn’t for a couple of years
that he was diagnosed with global
developmental delay. When Travis was
found to have a disability too, medical
specialists suspected a genetic disorder.
But they don’t have an answer. “You
just kind of accept it that this is where
it’s at,” Juli says.

The Marshall family (from left) Natalie, Wade, Ben, Juli, Travis and Dave.

Growing up, Ben and Travis tried the
various schooling options between
them – Ben went to a special unit
attached to a mainstream school,
then a special school. Travis was
mainstreamed, but the transition to
intermediate wasn’t successful.

spends three days a week at an IHC
day base in Invercargill, but likes to be
on the farm as much as he can. Their
youngest son Wade, 21, comes and
goes; their daughter Natalie is doing
a doctorate in food science at Otago
University.

“It’s a huge battle when you go
through the education system – doing
the right thing for your child if things
aren’t working in the school.”

These days Juli is far too busy with
paperwork to get much time with
the cattle. She and Dave have 180
recorded Angus cows, selling 30 bulls
a year to the beef breeding industry.

And then when school days are over,
the support stops – and that’s hard
when you live 20 kilometres from
the nearest town. The Marshall’s
240-hectare block at Taramoa is
halfway between Riverton and
Invercargill. Ben and Travis live on
the farm with Juli and her husband
Dave. Travis works with Dave and Ben

Looking back now, Juli says the
hardest times for the family were the
times of transition from one thing
to the next. “When the anxieties
are really high, that reflects in their
behaviour. It’s the time to reduce
those anxieties. It’s about putting in
place a lot of support.”

Calf sales boost IHC
funds by $1.4m

Tapawera – a great place for growing

IHC calf sales reached record high
prices at PGG Wrightston stock sales
this season helped by rain and plenty
of grass.
It was a great season across the
country, but the highest prices were
recorded at the Balclutha sale on 1
February with an average of $517 per
head. Next highest was Temuka on 8
December with an average of $482.
IHC’s biggest sale – Frankton with 505
calves going under the hammer on 7
November – achieved $419.
“The number of calves pledged to IHC
was down a bit this year, but the high
prices at the sales have more than
made up for it,” says IHC National
Fundraising Manager Eleisha McNeill.
“Overall, including virtual calves and
average price donations, we have
raised $1.4m this year.
“That’s a brilliant result and an
enormous relief for us because we
rely on this money to help people
with intellectual disabilities live better
lives in our communities,” she says.
“And we’d like to say a huge thank
you to all 3363 farmers who donated
calves and to the PGG Wrightson
livestock agents who sell these calves
for us every year.”
In the 32 years the scheme has been
running, the IHC Calf & Rural Scheme
has raised more than $30 million.
This money helps IHC provide
essential information and support
for people with intellectual
disabilities and their families, along
with advocacy services, friendship
opportunities, and support for people
to learn new skills and achieve goals.

In the battle between two DairyNZ farms in
Hamilton to see who can raise the heaviest
calf, Scott Farm was decisively beaten this
year by Lye Farm’s IHC calf Kristoff (pictured
with calf-rearer Ashleigh Wenham). Kristoff
was 50kg heavier at 225kg and was sold for
$685 at the IHC Frankton sale in November.

Kerry and Steve Semmens at home with Saryn, Kade and Axel. Saryn’s brothers take time out
to help her.

Tapawera is a great place to
raise cows and grow pasture.
It’s also the perfect place for
dairy farmers Kerry and Steve
Semmens to raise seven-yearold Saryn.
Saryn has a rare genetic disorder
called Koolen-de Vries syndrome,
which makes life harder for her in
a whole lot of ways. Saryn has a
developmental delay and intellectual
disability, and she experiences regular
seizures. She can say only a couple of
words.
Kerry and Steve have lived in Tapawera
for nine years. They are 50/50
sharemilkers running 800 cows on
the 400-hectare farm, south-west of
Nelson. They have three children Kade,
9, Saryn and Axel, 4.
The family feel supported in their
small community. Saryn attends the
Tapawera Area School full time and
the kids there are happy to include
her. She catches the bus and some of
the older kids sit with her on the ride
to and from school. They have been
taught what to do if she has a seizure,
and they sing songs and keep her
entertained.
“Saryn’s diagnosis turned our lives
upside down. We went through grief
and anguish, and it took us a couple of
years to accept she had it,” says Kerry.

“We were desperate for information.
Then I found out about the IHC library
and that has turned out to be a
fantastic resource for us. They sent us
a pack of information that explained
about the things Saryn would struggle
with and about how we could help
her. Now, any time I need more
information I request books online and
they arrive within a couple of days.”
Kerry says Saryn is making good
progress with the help of her two
brothers. “The boys play with her a
lot and, without knowing it, teach her
things. They’ve been helping her get
her shoes on and off, and now she can
do it for herself. She watches what
they do and copies them.
“When we look to the future I know
we’ll need even more help from IHC.
We will need more information and
advice on caring for Saryn to make
sure she reaches her full potential,”
Kerry says.
“I love being Saryn’s mum. I can truly
say that. Five years ago it was very,
very, very daunting. But I love being
Saryn’s mum now. You don’t think you
are going to ever think like that when
you first get diagnosed. You think it’s
the end of the world. But over time,
through acceptance, we get there.”
Saryn and her family featured in this
year’s IHC Annual Appeal, held in
February. See the video at ihc.org.nz

Alasdair and Mark speak the same language
Growing up on the land leaves
its mark and the connections
are not easily broken.

debilitated,” he says. “It took me a long “I make trucks. I have a truck on my
time to accept that I wouldn’t get into a wardrobe, a little truck. Not Bedfords;
they are just wood.”
job within six months.”

Alasdair and his wife Shelley moved
to Ashburton just over a year ago.
Shelley works in a bank while he
concentrates on his recovery. Looking
to meet people, he signed up to the
Alasdair’s family farmed beef at Donegal IHC Volunteer Friendship Programme
and met Mark, who has an intellectual
in the west of Ireland. But Alasdair
wanted to do dairy farming and 15 years disability.
ago headed for New Zealand.
Mark works at Countdown collecting
That’s how it is for Irishman Alasdair
Freeborn and Canterbury man Mark
Rushton, who both now live in town but
feel the pull of the land.

Alasdair first worked in Matamata, then
in Canterbury at Te Parita, Springston
and Hororata. It was raising calves that
he enjoyed the most – and he was a Calf
Scheme donor. But at the end of 2015
he had to leave his job as farm manager
at Hororata when he became ill with
an inoperable tumour in his pituitary
gland. It wasn’t cancerous, but it was
big and put pressure on his optic nerves,
threatening his sight and playing havoc
with his body’s hormone production and
muscle strength.
Very weak, Alasdair had to face the
fact that he was not able to work – he
could barely leave the house. “It was
extremely difficult to go from full-time
to simply being completely and utterly

supermarket trollies. But his passion is
trucks. That comes from his memory
of an old farm truck on his family’s
mixed-cropping and sheep farm at
Rakaia. “My dad used to
have a truck on our farm
– a Bedford. We had a
grain bin on the back too,”
he says. “He took sheep
to Christchurch for the
saleyards.”
His dad died in 1984 and
the farm is now run by his
brother Phillip. Another
brother John farms at
Mayfield. “They still have
the truck on the farm. It’s
pretty old,” Mark says.

Alasdair and Mark meet on Fridays. “We
almost always go to a truck yard and
take photographs of Mark with a truck.
He is not afraid to tell me what is going
on in his life. He has almost always got
a good attitude as well, for someone
who has had a hard life and hard times,”
Alasdair says. “The camaraderie and
sense of friendship I have with Mark, it
means a lot to me.”
Mark Rushton died unexpectedly on
Sunday 5 March. Mark’s family and IHC
are proud to share this story.

Mark Rushton (left) and Alasdair Freeborn – good friends.

Congratulations to our winners
Here are just four of the stunning photographs entered in our Photo Competition. All the
category winners have won $100 Prezzy cards. Congratulations.

7 & UNDER
Phoebe Bruins, 4
Morrinsville
Phoebe won the
category with her
photograph of her IHC
calf Loveheart (centre),
the biggest calf in
the photo. Phoebe’s
mother, Becky, won
the 18+ category.

8-12 YEARS
Jesse Franks, 10,
Bainesse
Jesse, from Bainesse
near Palmerston North,
and Gem his calf are a
pretty tight pair. When
Jesse grabbed his Mum’s
camera and lay on the
grass, Gem couldn’t
resist coming over to
take a closer look.

18+
13-18 YEARS
Trudy Barrow, 16,
Dannevirke
Trudy went looking for
something to photograph
on the family’s Maharahara
farm and lined up her
brother John watching the
silage contractors on their
neighbour’s farm, with a view
of the Ruahine Ranges behind.

Becky Bruins,
Morrinsville
Not to be out-done by her
four-year-old daughter
Phoebe, Becky’s own
photograph of Phoebe and
puppy Bart was a winner
too. Phoebe and Bart are
pictured on Grandad’s
farm in Matamata. The
Bruins are dairy farmers in
Morrinsville.

One fat calf went to market
When the Kaikoura quake
struck in November last year,
it was right on sales time –
leaving stock stranded on
damaged farms or at the end of
blocked roads.
Eight of our Calf Scheme donor farmers
were in the middle of it, and three of
them had calves waiting to be picked
up for the IHC calf sale.
At the time, Kaikoura farmer Simon
Mackle was debating what to do
with his IHC calf, having missed the
Blenheim sale. “I am going to have to
donate a virtual calf or get it to the
Canterbury sale. My calf is looking
good. He’s been getting a lot of milk.”
For three weeks Kaikoura dairy farms
had to dump milk that couldn’t be
collected. Pick-ups resumed in early
December when tankers started using
the inland Kaikoura route from Waiau.
Simon’s milk-fattened calf finally
got to sale at Canterbury Park on 20
December where it fetched $510.
Gill Construction Co Ltd has been
collecting Kaikoura IHC calves free for
nearly 30 years. Over that time the
number of actual calves has dropped

as more farmers opt to donate online.
Of the total of eight pledges this year,
three were average price donations
and two were virtual calf pledges.
Gill’s Kaikoura rep Bruce Ingram says
it has been an extremely frustrating
time for farmers and transporters since
the earthquake. He says for three or
four weeks trucks and trailers were
locked out of the area, halting stock
movements. Simon’s calf was the only
calf that he took to sale this year.
IHC Calf-Scheme Coordinator Lynda
Young-Kennedy was in Kaikoura in
July last year visiting Calf Scheme
transporters, volunteers, reps and
canvassers throughout the top of
the South Island. She positioned her
Volkswagen Amarok for a perfect shot
of the Raramai twin road tunnels south
of Kaikoura. Both tunnels are still open.
“I had visited the Kaikoura transporter,
Gill Construction Co Ltd, and was
starting my journey back home. I
love driving the State Highway 1 road
from Kaikoura down to Christchurch.
It is absolutely stunning,” Lynda says.
“The Amarok performed well – such a
pleasure to drive.”
Volkswagen has been sponsoring
the IHC Calf Scheme since 2011 and,
in 2014, the company
supplied two brand new
Amarok utes for our use
across rural New Zealand,
to attend calf sales and
and to visit farmers and
transporters. They have
just launched their new
facelift model Amarok
featuring the new V6 TDI
engine with class-leading
550Nm of torque.

IHC Calf-Scheme Coordinator Lynda Young-Kennedy at the
Raramai twin road tunnels south of Kaikoura.

You make a great team

Thanks to our farmers, canvassers, transporters,
volunteers, buyers and sponsors.
You make the Calf Scheme the success it is.
If you can help with canvassing, provide a paddock,
or transportation, please contact us on 0800 442 500
or calf@ihc.org.nz

Fieldays 2017

Mystery Creek, Hamilton,
14–17 June
Come and say hello. We will be in
our usual spot, PA12 in the pavilion.
“The highlight for us is meeting
farmers and thanking them for their
support,” says Eleisha McNeill, IHC
National Fundraising Manager.
Eleisha’s advice is to get to the IHC
stand as early as possible to make
sure of getting a hot pink stock stick.
“Last year they were such a hit with
farmers they sold out on the first
day,” she says.
“Every year, farmers lead the way in
the support they give.”
Why not pledge an animal at Fieldays
this year? You will go in a draw to
win a mystery weekend for two.
Anyone who pledges a calf before
1 June will go into the draw to win
a mystery weekend too. There are
two on offer for early pledges – one
for North Island farmers and one for
South Island farmers.

Canvassers wanted
IHC is looking for people who like
getting out into the country and
talking to farmers.
Canvassers are our front-line people
in the IHC Calf & Rural Scheme,
asking farmers to donate calves and
other stock to raise funds for IHC.
In the North Island, we need
canvassers in Whangarei, Wellsford,
North Auckland, Tuakau–Pokeno–
Mercer, Paeroa–Waihi, CambridgeOhaupo, Matamata-Tirau,
Otorohanga, Tokoroa–Putaruru,
and Hawera–Manaia–Opunake–
Patea–Waverley.
In the South Island, we are looking
for canvassers in Rakaia-Darfield
and Oamaru–Waitaki.
This is a paid role for about three
months, starting in May 2016. You
will need a vehicle and phone, and
an email address would be useful.
Some farming knowledge would be
helpful, although not essential.
Please contact Anne or Lynda at
the Calf Scheme if you want to
know more on 0800 442 500 or
calf@ihc.org.nz

